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Alcxander Crmaham Bell {15847 =1922) gencrally known as “the wwvenbor of the
telephone™ may be viewed esthetically as the frst “strocturalist™ to deal with
langunage in a concrete war.* In 1873 he traced space sounds upon smoked glass
with the aid of a device called the “phonamograph” (Scott and Koenig) (1859)
which was a kind of carly oscillograph_* The speech pattems were fixed on the
glass and called a “visual form™ by Bell.* Such visible speech patterns are mea-
sured by spectrographe. ¥ The “stacking” of mccessive instante of speech makes it
possible to “read”™ the stacked spectra, and identify the svllables, words, or sen-
tences visually. ® This phonetic logic scems to have something to do with Bell's
lattice structures, which anticipate R. Buckminster Fuller and Sol LeWit.™

The fundamental unit of measure of prime object and number is the mod-
ule. * Bell's tetrahedronal lattice systerms were used as “kites” to make fight tests *!
He also built an extraord imary tower that was made of prefabricated. standardized
mass-produced tetrabedral units.™ A pedect pnme object may be seen in his
pyvramid-type obsenabon post. ™ From this simple wooden shelter he would
supervise his aemodynamic experiments ™



