SINK OR SWIM: CLIMATE FUTURES
This group presents five projects conceived in
response to The Socrates 2022 Annual open call
to address the urgency, enormity, and challenges
of climate change. In 2021, the UN Panel on
Climate Change reported that 1.5 degrees C
global temperature within the next 20 years is
unavoidable, but there is a window of opportunity
for global action to slow the current warming trend
and consequential environmental destruction.
We are at once on the tipping point of irreparable
ecological devastation and at the dawn of a new
age of a Green era. Reduction of future emissions
paired with technologies for carbon sinking (pulling
CO 2 out of the atmosphere and trapping it in rock or
underwater) may temper the warming phenomena.
Or, the rising temperatures may further melt our
glaciers, increasing ocean levels, leaving coastal
cities underwater. In this scenario, we see a reversal
of the classical metaphor, sinking [carbon] may well
be preferable to swimming.
The traditional sink or swim metaphor also imagines
a situation where an individual is left on their own
to succeed or fail, but the current climate crisis
demands a rejection of individualistic thinking and an
emphasis on collective action. These artists tackle
how the matrices of race, gender, and class may
intersect a green future and what we can learn from
historically vulnerable but thriving communities to
help navigate this challenge.

Explore Socrates from anywhere, anytime using
our digital guide on Bloomberg Connects, the free
arts and culture app. Discover current and past
exhibitions, digital features, and learn about our rich
history. Scan the QR code to download the app and
get started today!
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Major support for The Socrates Annual Fellowship & Exhibition comes from the New York Community
Trust Van Lier Fellowships, the Devra Freelander Artist Fund, the Jerome Foundation, and public funds from
the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional support is provided by the Cowles Charitable Trust.
Free artistic, cultural, and social programming at Socrates Sculpture Park is made possible by support
from Agnes Gund, Bloomberg Philanthropies, Charina Endowment Fund, Con Edison, Deutsche Bank,
Robert F. Goldrich, The Jerome Foundation, Joel Shapiro & Ellen Phelan, Lambent Foundation, Mark di
Suvero, Maxine & Stuart Frankel Foundation, the Leon Levy Foundation, Mertz Gilmore Foundation, New
York Community Trust Van Lier Fellowships, NYC Green Relief & Recovery Fund administered by City Parks
Foundation, The Pierre & Tana Matisse Foundation, The Pinkerton Foundation, &, Sidney E. Frank Foundation,
Spacetime C.C., and our generous Board of Directors.
Socrates programs are also supported by public funds from the Queens Borough President Donovan
Richards; the NYC Department of Cultural Affairs, in partnership with the New York City Council and Julie
Won; the New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and the New York
State Legislature; and the National Endowment for the Arts.

Maren Hassinger
Steel Bodies
June 9, 2022 – March 5, 2023

Learn more: www.socratessculpturepark.org/exhibitions/sink-or-swim
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