
#4. Brant and Canada Goose

Just north of Socrates at Hallet’s Cove Beach is a good place to see more birds. Brant 
and Canada Geese can be commonly found here. Brant Geese are much smaller than 
Canada Geese and have a shorter neck. They are an arctic goose that migrates to the 
city during the winter months. Populations of Brants are in decline due to climate 
changes and sea level rise to their habitats. In the city, they are susceptible to lead 
poisoning from contaminated sedimentation where they feed. Studies show that 
neighborhoods of NYC where children have elevated blood lead levels also have birds 
with elevated lead levels. 
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#2 Double-crested Cormorant

Cormorants are often seen swimming low in the water or perched with their wings 
outstretched. They have less preen oil in their feathers which helps them with diving 
and chasing after fish, but means they need extra time to dry their feathers off. 
Populations of cormorants have grown steadily since the pesticide DDT was outlawed 
but like other aquatic birds, they can be injured from improperly discarded fishing hooks 
and lines in the city. 

Herring Gulls, Ring-billed Gulls, Mallard Ducks, and American Black Ducks can also be 
seen in this area. 

#1 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Common Yellowthroat Warbler 

Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers can be seen clinging to the sides of the birch trees at 
Socrates drilling for sap. They are the only North American woodpecker that is 
completely migratory with some traveling as far as Panama in the winter months. 

Common Yellowthroats and other songbirds can be seen at Socrates in the spring and 
summer months hunting for insects near the perimeter of the park. Like many songbirds 
and woodpeckers that migrate through NYC, all these birds are susceptible to hitting 
glass windows during high migration periods. Turning off lights at night and using decals 
on glass windows can help birds on their journey around the many glass buildings of 
the city. 

#3 American Crow and Red-tailed Hawk  

Looking up in the open field at Socrates, you can often see American Crows or 
Red-tailed Hawks flying overhead. Crows will sometimes mob hawks and other birds 
of prey to drive them away from their territory or nests especially during the summer 
months. This behavior can sometimes help with spotting a bird. Birds of prey, like 
Red-tailed Hawks and scavenging birds like ravens and crows are all very susceptible 
to rodenticide poisoning in the city from preying on mice and rats that have ingested 
anticoagulant rodenticide. Prevention is best: keep litter off the streets, secure trash 
away from rodents, and avoid using rodenticide. 
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